
Chip Franklin burst into the
restaurant, flustered and apolo-

getic for running late. He plopped into
the chair, adjusted his eyesight to the
dimly lit room and within seconds, he
started talking.

      
“I’ve always had a job with a mi-

crophone since I was 13,” said the
KGO Radio talk show host. Franklin
broke into show business playing
piano and doing bits between acts at
comedy clubs, eventually purchasing
a string of those comedy clubs.  “I lit-
erally put a million miles on my car
in the ‘80s, driving all over the coun-
try, playing music and doing comedy
and managing the business,” he said.
Franklin often showcased his come-
dians through promotional appear-
ances at radio stations. One such
appearance at WMAL in Washington,
D.C., changed his life.  “The program
director was walking down the hall,”
said Franklin, who had done occa-
sional fill-in shifts at the station. “He
saw me and he said, ‘Can you do the
show tonight?’” The evening host had
done something to upset the program
director, the host was fired on the spot
and thus in 1993, Franklin’s radio ca-
reer began.

      
A radio personality may have a

Mensa IQ, or present a unique point
of view, but without the ability to con-
nect to an audience, that person will
fail. Franklin’s comedy background
helped him quickly connect with his
listeners. “Authenticity,” he said.
“And be honest. People can smell a
bunch of crap.  The best thing any-
body ever taught me – it was an oper-
ations manager in Baltimore – was to,

number one, know what you’re talk-
ing about, and number two, don’t
back down.”  Confidence, the man
does not lack.

      
Franklin features a powerful tool

in his repertoire, a tool used by many
top comedians. “Misdirection,” he
said. “You think I’m going to say this,
and I say that.”  As in, “When I was a
kid, my dad came into my room and
caught me looking at a Playboy. ‘You
better cut that out or you’re going to
go blind.’ ‘Sure, Dad.  By the way,
I’m over here.’

      
“My mom raised five of us in a

three-bedroom house,” said Franklin,
who was born in Alexandria, Va.
“My dad was a cop. My family was
full of government employees. So I
always err on the side of liberal. Most
people get more conservative as they
get older.  I probably go the other
way.”  He describes himself as a free-
market liberal, with a caveat. “I be-
lieve in business, but business should
not pay money to the people who
write the laws that govern business.”

      
While on his comedy club circuit,

Franklin met his wife, Wendy,
through a mutual friend, Mary Chapin
Carpenter. “We’ve been together for
33 years, married for 28,” he said.
“Everyone who meets me, and then
meets her, quickly forgets about me,”
he said. 

      
After five years in Washington,

Franklin hosted radio shows in Balti-
more and San Diego. Cumulus Media
Inc. brought Franklin to San Fran-
cisco to help shore up the ratings of
KGO, a radio station that has fallen
on hard times.  Ranked number one
for decades, the station now barely
sits in the top 20 in the Bay Area, ac-
cording to recent Nielsen Audio rat-
ings. “But let me tell you,” said
Franklin. “We still do a better job sell-
ing product than any of our competi-
tors. It’s something that I take pride
in. At the end of the day, we’re work-
ing for the people who advertise.” 

      
He moved to the Bay Area in De-

cember. “I thought for sure I’d live in
the South Bay,” said Franklin. “I
loved the hills there, but there was no-
body near you. A friend of mine
asked, ‘Have you checked out Walnut

Creek?’ When I drove through the
tunnel and stopped in Orinda, it was
like I went back in time. Right away,
the place knocked me out.  It’s like
Pleasantville, in black and white.

      
“Orinda reminds me of the ‘50s,”

he continued.  “We’ve been condi-
tioned that we can’t have this anymore.
But you can! You can have towns like
this.  Nothing against Berkeley, but if I
want to smell urine, I know where to
find it.  I’m not going to feel guilty
about living in Orinda.  It’s timeless,
and I don’t see it changing.”

      
Franklin’s trophy case must be in

danger of collapsing.  Listed on his
website are his many acclamations,
such as numerous Associated Press
and Achievement in Radio awards,
including Best Talk Show Host, Best
Documentary, and Best Political Con-
vention Coverage at the 2000 and
2004 Republican and Democratic
conventions.   He has made hundreds
of TV appearances, from Comedy
Central to The O’Reilly Factor, from
ABC to HBO.

      
Golf and baseball highlight

Franklin’s off-the-job passions. And
he runs. “Four miles a day,” he said.
“I used to run up the hill from the Vil-
lage toward Orindawoods, but that’s
a killer. Now I stick to the Lafayette
Reservoir.”

      
Franklin signed off with a request

to his Lamorinda listeners. “Call me
up on the air, share your opinions,
send me emails,” he said. “I’d love to
hear from you.” 

      
Just be alert for misdirection.

      
The Chip Franklin Show airs on

KGO Radio 810 from noon to 3 p.m.,
weekdays. Call the Talk Line at 808-
0810 from any area code in the Bay
Area.
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Celebrate Pacific Islands
Culture at SMC
By A.K. Carroll

Lamorindans looking for an ex-
otic cultural experience are in-

vited to a Hawaiian luau in
celebration of the culture and history
of the Pacific Islands from 6 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, March 26 at the Saint
Mary’s College Soda Center. In true
Hawaiian spirit, this is an all-inclusive
event, made possible by the dedicated
members of SMC’s Intercultural Cen-
ter, who have been putting on cultural
nights for the past 18 years.

      
The IC seeks to provide a safe

and supportive environment in which
diversity is embraced and identity can
flourish. They take a cue from Bev-
erly Tatum, president of Spelman
College and a leader among women
of African descent, who states, “Our
ongoing examination of who are in
our full humanity, embracing all our
identities, creates the possibility of
building alliances that may ultimately
free us all.”   

      
One way the IC seeks to value di-

versity and build inclusive commu-
nity is through a series of annual
cultural nights during which six his-
torically underrepresented and tradi-
tionally marginalized people and
groups are recognized and celebrated

through theater, music, food, dance
and student expression. Culture nights
provide valuable education for cul-
tural competence in a fun and engag-
ing manner. The IC has already
hosted The Bash (in recognition of the
LGBTQIA population) and Latino
Culture Night, both of which featured
tasty food and soulful student per-
formances.

      
The IC luau will feature a selec-

tion of student performances as well.
In the past these have ranged from
various forms of hula dancing and
ukulele playing to the singing and
teaching of traditional Hawaiian
songs. The event includes delicious
food, vibrant colors and the welcom-
ing spirit of these celebrated islands.
No pre-registration is needed.  Tickets
can be purchased beginning at 5 p.m.
at the door of the Soda Center. Gen-
eral admission is $8.

      
Future IC Cultural Nights will in-

clude Asian Cultural Night on April
9, Arabian Night on April 23 and Ex-
pressions of Blackness Night on May
7. For additional information on any
of the IC’s Cultural Nights, contact
the IC at (925) 631-8545 or email
TheIC@stmarys-ca.edu.




